
Year of Mercy Corner 

 

Key Passage from the readings: 
“All who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 
(Luke 18:14) 

Year of Mercy Question & Quest of the Week: 

Adults:  When have you gloated over the mistakes of 
others? How would humbling yourself make it 
different? 

Youth:  Think of a time(s) when you were a “showoff” or 
practiced being “one up” on someone. What is the 
problem with this? 

 

A
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Let’s do Acts of Mercy for 52 weeks! Each week an Act of Mercy suggestion 
will be offered in the “Mercy Corner”.  These will be simple suggestions for doing 
good works during the week. Take photos or write a small blurb of when 
someone has shown YOU mercy and attach it to the Mercy Wall in the 
Worship Space. 
 
This week: The Reward of Humility. Learn to say this prayer: “Lord, bless 
(annoying person’s name) and have mercy on me!” 
 

Re
fl
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 Humility, which today’s Gospel promotes, is not weakness: it is an admirable human 
quality. It keeps up balanced, our feet in reality. It keeps us honest, seeing things 
as they are and seeing ourselves as we are. Humility tells me where I am strong 
and where I am weak in my responsibilities as a believer, spouse, parent, or child. 
It tells me there is always room for improvement. It tells me that the gifts and 
the graces I have do not come out of my own pocket. It tells me that I am nothing 
apart from the others in my life. These others are God and people…. I am not 
justified by myself but by God, and I do not live my life or vocation except 
through the help and the presence of others. They make what is best in me 
possible.  
(from: “Fresh Light” by Joseph Pollard) 
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Mercy is Never Ordinary 
by Leisa Anslinger  

It is common for those who 
help us embrace the liturgical 
cycle of feasts and seasons to 
remind us that “ordinary time” 
is not “ordinary,” as in ho-
hum, but rather “ordinal” or 
“counted” time — the majority 
of the weeks of the year are 
counted, one after another, 

helping us to break open God’s love for us in Jesus Christ and our 
call to discipleship. We might take this a step further and note that 
the many aspects of God’s love are not “ordinary” either — salvation, 
forgiveness, compassion, care, and mercy are extraordinary in the 
hands of God, and are to be in our sharing as well. Reaching out to 
another with love or attention in their loneliness; offering 
forgiveness when we have been hurt; giving compassion to those 
who suffer — none of these can be said to be “ordinary” when shared 
selflessly in Christ’s name.  

The Gospels show us that Jesus meets people in their ordinary 
circumstances, in their need for forgiveness, healing, teaching, 
companionship, ministry, love. The ordinary “stuff” of people’s lives 
is transformed by Christ, into moments of encounter, grace, and 
holiness. 

What ordinary circumstances in your life need to be changed by 
God’s mercy? How will you open your heart to this transformation 
today? 
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From St. Gregory 
Nazianzen 

“Give something, 
however small, to the 
one in need. For it is 
not small to one who 
has nothing. Neither 
is it small to God, if 
we have given what 
we could.” 
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From Pope Francis 

“The Lord leads us to 
follow his path — 
that of service, 
sharing and giving; 
and that little we 
have, the little that 
we are, if shared, 
becomes a treasure 
because the power 
of God, who is love, 
descends to our 
poverty and 
transforms it.” 

— Feast of Corpus Christi,  
May 13, 2013

What difference does faith make in your life? Can you truly say 
that Jesus is your Lord, Savior, Teacher and Friend? Does this 
relationship guide your living, so that your daily decisions and 
actions take faith into account? “Becoming a disciple of Jesus 
Christ leads naturally to the practice of stewardship. These 
linked realities, discipleship and stewardship, then make up the 
fabric of a Christian life in which each day is lived in an 
intimate, personal relationship with the Lord. (SDR, p. 14) 

When we reflect on the impact of an encounter with Jesus 
among those with whom he interacted in the Gospels, we 
often see an immediate change of mind and heart. This month 
during Sunday Mass, we hear the story of Zacchaeus, who 
climbed a tree in order to see Jesus. His encounter with Christ 
leads him to a dramatic change of lifestyle, promising to give 
half of his possessions to the poor and to repay anything he 
had extorted four times over. These outward actions are signs 
of an inward conversion — Zacchaeus’ new relationship with 
Christ changes who he is, and his decisions and actions are 
immediately effected. 

“Following Jesus is the work of a lifetime. At every step 
forward, one is challenged to go further in accepting and 
loving God’s will. Being a disciple is not just something else to 
do, alongside many other things suitable for Christians; it is a 
total way of life and requires continuing conversion.” (SDR, p.
15) 

Have you opened your mind and heart to Christ, allowing 
Jesus to change you forever? Have you made a commitment or 
renewed commitment to follow Jesus each day? In what ways 
are your outward actions signs of your interior relationship with 
Christ? These are questions for every disciple.  

The Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ✢ Give Drink to the Thirsty ✢ Clothe the Naked ✢ Shelter 

the Homeless ✢ Visit the Sick ✢  Visit the Imprisoned ✢  Bury the Dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy: Counsel the Doubtful ✢  Instruct the Ignorant ✢ Admonish Sinners ✢ Comfort 

the Afflicted ✢  Forgive Offenses ✢ Bear Wrongs Patiently ✢  Pray for the Living and the Dead 

Stewards of God’s Mercy 
by Leisa Anslinger 


